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“Experts,” he would way, “are expected to know things.  
That’s a big responsibility.  About all I know is that 
things change, and in the meantime, it’s fun to have 
opinions about them.” and “It’s good to take fishing 
seriously.  But you should never take yourself 
seriously.” (page 2)  quoting his father H. G. Tapply 

The skills are still pretty crude.  The values remain 
constant.  The opinions and assumptions, by their very 
nature, continually change, which is what makes them 
all the more interesting and useful.  (page 4)  

I learned these things the way I’m still learning – by 
watching, listening, trying and erring.  It’s taken me a 
long time to learn the importance of erring.  (page 6)  

Generalists, he (H. G. Tapply) insisted, cannot be experts, but they have 
more fun, which is the point of it all.  

Dad insisted that humility is of more value than expertise.  It is, I think, the 
root of wisdom.   (page 7)  

A good day of fishing is a day when I learn that something I had 
thought to be true isn’t.  An even better day is when I can replace the 
old truth with a new one.  (page 8)  

Here’s what I currently believe to be true.  They are opinions, 
nothing more.  I’m positive they will hold up well for me – at 
least until I go fishing next time.  (page 9)  

A bad day of fishing is the day I don’t learn anything.  I’ve had very 
few such days. 

I know some things.  They are, for the most part, personal truths, and 
although I’m willing to share them, I understand that they might not 
work for anyone else.  (page 12)  


